
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

 
MEMORANDUM #98 (2006-2007)     November 13, 2006 
 
TO:  SCHOOL BOARD 
 
FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION OF THE NAME FOR THE MULDOON AREA 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the School Board approve the Superintendent’s 
recommendation to name the new middle school in the Muldoon area the Nicholas J. 
Begich Middle School. 
 
PERTINENT FACTS: 
 
School Board Policy 745 – Naming of Schools and Facilities, Fields and Other Areas 
(Attachment A) establishes the process to be followed when a school or facility is to be 
named.  In accordance with this policy, the appointed committee was to identify a name 
to be recommended to the School Board for the new Muldoon Area Middle School. 
 
The Naming Committee member list is shown as Attachment B.  The committee 
included representatives from the Northeast Community Council, St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church, Muldoon Community Assembly Church, parents, students and community 
members from the feeder schools of Chester Valley, Creekside Park, Muldoon, Scenic 
Park, Susitna, Clark, Wendler and Bartlett. Leslie Vandergaw, Executive Director, 
Middle School Education, chaired the committee.  Jeanne Fischer, Principal of the new 
middle school attended committee meetings.   
 
The committee met three times.  In those meetings, members identified the process and 
timelines that would be used to make their selection, and they proceeded to narrow the 
nominations to a single recommendation for the Superintendent.  The District 
advertised on the School District Webpage from August 28, 2006 until September 29, 
2006, for name submissions.  Nomination forms were sent to all feeder elementary, 
middle and high schools (Attachment C).  These included Chester Valley, Creekside 
Park, Muldoon, Scenic Park, and Susitna Elementary Schools, Clark and Wendler 
Middle Schools, and Bartlett High School.  Forms were also available at the 
Administration Building.  The Anchorage Daily News printed a story on September 30, 
2006, about the process of naming the new middle school. 
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At the first Naming Committee meeting on October 12, 2006, the process for the 
selection of names was discussed and a PowerPoint presentation was shown.  This 
presentation reviewed the timelines for the meetings, ground rules, and policy.  The 
committee was given a packet of the 516 nominations along with a petition from the 
faculty and staff of Bartlett High School.  A summary of the nominations is attached 
(Attachment D).   
 
At the second meeting held on October 19, 2006, the process was reviewed.  Each 
member had the opportunity to present two nominees and their justification for each of 
their selections.  A two-minute time limit was placed on each presentation. 
 
The committee members were given ballots to list their top four choices in order from 
first choice to fourth choice.  First choice selections were given a rating of four points, 
second choice received three points, third choice received two points, and their fourth 
choice was awarded one point. 
 
Because of a tie vote there were five choices identified.  The five top selections, in 
alphabetical order, by last name were:  Begich, Butcher, Hammond, Peratrovich, and 
Stears. Prior to the final meeting, committee members were to choose one of the five 
nominees and prepare to present their rational for that choice to the rest of the 
committee.  
 
At the final meeting on November 9, 2006, the committee members gave their 
individual presentations.  A three-minute time limit was placed on each presentation. 
After the presentations, the committee members discussed the five choices prior to 
taking the final vote.  A majority of the committee selected Begich Middle School on the 
November 9th naming committee ballot. 
 
A notebook containing all minutes and supporting material is located in the Board 
office for review. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS: 
 
I met with the committee at the first and last meeting to review the history of the high 
school/junior high school names.  It should be remembered that all of the junior-senior 
high school complexes in the late sixties and into the early eighties were given two 
names; one for the junior high school and one for the senior high school.  Previous 
school boards made a decision in the late seventies and early eighties to change all these 
complexes into high schools, and to build junior high schools as facilities could be 
constructed; they are now middle schools.  In all cases, the names moved with the new 
buildings: Chugiak-Gruening, East-Benny Benson (now an alternative school), Service-
Hanshew, Dimond-Mears, West-Romig, and now, with this recommendation, Bartlett-
Begich. 
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In addition, when the facility now named Benny Benson was being designed, the Begich 
family was asked if they would prefer to have the facility named after Nick Begich 
because there was not a junior high school planned at that time or in the near future.  It 
was widely understood by many in the community and in the district that the family 
asked that the name remain on Bartlett High School until a new junior high school 
could be built in the northeast Anchorage area where the family lived and continue to 
live today. They assumed that the Begich name would then be transferred to the new 
school.  The new alternative school then took the name of Benny Benson from the East-
Benson complex.  In subsequent years, the Begich name has not been used at Bartlett 
High School on diplomas, official documents, or by the district, and the only remaining 
remnant of the official name is on the southeast wall of the building.  If the School 
Board accepts my recommendation, and that of the committee, the Begich name will be 
restored as the name of the middle school in the Muldoon area.   
 
The road to this decision has been difficult. Unfortunately, some have focused on the 
fact that Representative Begich was the father of the current Mayor; I can say 
unequivocally that this is NOT about the Mayor, it is about Nick Begich’s long career of 
public service in education in Anchorage and as part of the former State Operated 
School System, as an Alaskan legislator, and the Congressman for Alaska.  Among his 
many contributions, he was instrumental in supporting the Alaska Native Land Claims 
Act in Congress before his tragic death, and he was a stalwart supporter of public 
education for all of Alaska’s students.   
 
I firmly believe that Nick Begich deserves this recognition, and naming this wonderful 
new school after him will allow many generations of current and future students and 
the community to recognize his contributions.  His family has been waiting a very long 
time for this to be done as promised almost twenty years ago. 
 
In addition, the other four names of distinguished Alaskans chosen by the committee as 
finalists deserve future recognition.  If the School Board desires, I will ask various 
school communities who have schools named after geographic areas, if they would be 
interested in renaming their school after a prominent Alaskan.  I have also met with 
some of the Stears family representatives, and have committed to them to try and find a 
way to officially recognize Sheri Stears’ contributions to education at Clark Middle 
School when it is finally renovated. 
 
CC/LV/JF/sm 
Attachments 
 
Prepared by:  Leslie Vandergaw, Executive Director, Middle School Education 
   Jeanne Fischer, Principal, Muldoon Area Middle School, Principal 
   Carol Comeau, Superintendent 
 
Approved by: Carol Comeau, Superintendent 












