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Nicholas J. Begich’s school colors are black and silver.
Begich’s mascot is the snow leopard.
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Nicholasl. Begich!MiddlelSchool Staff

Principal

Assistant Principal

Assistant Principal
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SchoolBus(Transportation

SupportPersonnel

Librarian
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Safety/Security
Safety/Security

Cafeteria Manager

Building Plant Operator

Auxiliary Building Plant Operator
Clerical Staff

Administrative Assistant

First Student Transportation 278-4287 Attendance Secretary
ASD Pupil Transportation 563-3022 Registrar
Fiscal Clerk
My counselorlis! Jlamlon] ‘team.] Ilhave lunch.

Attendance Procedures

Students who attend school every day perform better than those students
whodonot Itisdifficult to learn when absent from class or a full day of
school It isthe student’s responsibility and the responsibility of parents to
make sure students attend school and class

Absences
If astudent is absent from school, the parent or guardian must telephone

the school at 742-0500, to let us know why he or she isout We request that

attendance calls be made before 10:00a m on the day the student is absent

If the student is absent from school and the parent telephones the school to

report the absence, the student may go directly to class when he or she returns

toschool However, when returning from an absence, if the parent did not
call, the student should bring a written note to the office from the parent or
guardian Itshould list the day(s) and reason for the absence The student
will receive an “admit slip” from the office that must be shown to each teacher

What kinds of absences are there?

1 Excused: Those approved by a parent If astudent is absent from school,
the parent or guardian must telephone the school before 10:00a m at
742-0500

2 Unexcused: Those absences from school or class that the parent did not
approve For further information see the District section of this hand-
book

3 Pre-arranged: Those absences the student knows about in advance Pre-
arranged Absence Forms are available in the office and should be filled out
and turned in prior to the absence

Authorized Release of Students

The student’s parent/guardian is the only person authorized to pick up a
studentat school The parent/guardian must notify the Begich Middle School
office if they are giving another person permission to pick up their child

Blue Passes

Ifastudent is to leave the building during the school day, he/she must
bring awritten note from their parent or guardian on the day that they need
to leave, or parents may call the attendance office at 742-0500 well in advance
of the appointment The secretary will give the student a “Blue Pass” which is
to be shown to the teacher at the time the student needs to leave class

When you return to school, stop in the attendance office so that the sec-
retary may note the time of your return Begich Middle School has a “closed
campus” which means students are not allowed to leave the building during
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the school day without parental permission and an administrator’s approval

Tardies

Ifastudent is tardy to school, he/she is to report to the attendance office
immediately Parents should send in a written note or call the attendance
office when their student arrives late Regular and prompt attendance affords
students the opportunity for a successful education The following procedures
will be enforced at Begich Middle School:

1st Tardy-Teacher warns student

2nd Tardy-Teacher assigns student one detention and notifies parent

3rd Tardy-Teacher assigns student two detentions and notifies parent

4th and Subsequent Tardies-Teacher refers student to Assistant Principal
for disciplinary action Tardies are cumulative per quarter

Assignment Calendar

All students at Begich Middle School will be responsible for maintaining
adaily assignment calendar This is a tool for students to learn organizational
skills and for parents to monitor their child’s progress Replacement calen-
dars may be purchased from the office

Bicycles/Skateboards/In-line Skates

Students riding bicycles to school must wear helmets Bicycles must be
parked in the bike racks provided and secured with a reliable lock Please keep
arecord of your bicycle serial number at home A report of theft of a bicycle or
damage must be filed with the Assistant Principal ~Skateboards and in-line
skates are prohibited at school

Building Hours

The Begich Middle School main office is open from 7:30a m t04:00p m
Students are not permitted in the halls until 7:45a m unless attending deten-
tion or in a teacher’s classroom with prior permission Students must wait in
the east arctic entry area Students must be out of the building before 3p m
unless a teacher is supervising them  Sports practicesend at 4:30 pm and
students must be picked upby5p m

For student safety, only a parent/guardian may pick up students from
school Parents/guardians may designate another person, but a signed writ-
ten note must be given to the Attendance Office prior to the time of pick up

Bus Passes

Students who ride a school bus must ride the bus that comes closest to
their home To ride another bus, a student must have a BUS PASS from the
Attendance Office Bring a note from your parent/guardian to the Attendance
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Office before school and a bus pass will be issued to you for that day only
Phone calls will not be accepted The Assistant Principal must approve long-
term bus changes

Cafeteria Rules

e Reporttolunchontime

e Standin orderly lines and do not cut

* Remain seated facing forward feet under the table unless throwing
away trash, using the bathroom, or having passes for the inside/out-
side track, gymnasium, office, nurse, library or classroom

e Allfood and trash around you must be picked up and thrown away

» Students may not return to their lockers during lunch

« Students must have a coat/jacket to go outside

» Adults will dismiss students at each table when tables are clean

= No panhandling, taking or grabbing another student’s lunch

 Infraction of rules will result in disciplinary action

Change of Student Information

Itisimportant that we have current information in the event of an emer-
gency Call the Registrar at 742-0500 and provide any new information on
your address or telephone/cell numbers, both at home and at your parent/
guardian’s work place

Changing Schools

If you have to transfer to another school, your parent or guardian must tell
the school Registrar two days before you plan to leave On your last full day of
school, get a transfer/withdrawal form from the Registrar Return all books
and materials to each teacher during your regular class time Have the teacher
sign the form and return it to the Registrar at the end of the day

Coats/Jackets/Backpacks/Bags/Hats
These items are not allowed in classrooms Coats/jackets may be taken to
lunch to go outside

Computer Use

All computer use at Begich Middle School is under the supervision of a
staff member Students are expected to act responsibly and ethically when
using computers at Begich Middle School Students who use the Internet are
required to have an Internet Use Agreement, with parent signature, on file at
the school Students who fail to comply may lose their computer use privilege

Counselors

At Begich Middle School every student has a counselor who is here to help
himor her If you have a problem with your classes, students, home-related
issues, or anything else, you should see your counselor In order to see a coun-
selor, go to the Counseling Office, fill out a “Request to See a Counselor” form
and you will be called down at a convenient time

Daily Announcements
Every morning announcements will be delivered via the Video News Team
or read over the intercom

Dances

Begich Middle School dances are for Begich Middle School students only
They are held from 3:00-4:30 p m in the multi-purpose room Students
must present their Begich Middle School ID card to be admitted to the dance
Once you leave the dance you may not return Students must make advance
arrangements to be picked up by 4:45p m

Detention

Students who violate school and/or class rules may receive detention
Detentions will be assigned by teachers/staff Detention is held before
school (7:30-8 a m ) Parents should be notified when a detention is assigned
Students late to detention will not be given credit There is no talking or com-
municating or sleeping during detention Students who fail to serve assigned
detentions are subject to further disciplinary sanctions

Dress
We take pride in the appearance of our students and have developed a
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specific dress code All students are expected to dress and groom themselves
appropriately, safely, and in a manner not disruptive to the learning environ-
ment Sunglasses and hats/caps in a public building are inappropriate dress
and are not to be worn in the school building Saggy, baggy oversized clothes,
hanging belts, pajama pants (or look alike), undergarments that are exposed,
flip flop sandals, chains, clothing (including bandannas) related to gang activ-
ity, exposed tattoos, excessive piercing, clothes that are too tight, too short or
revealing, or logos or captions that display or promote prohibited materials
are some of the items that are prohibited Skirts, skorts, and shorts must

be no shorter than one hand-with above the knee, even if leggings are worn
underneath Low cut blouses, t-shirts with armholes cut out, or sheer mesh,
see-through shirts are not to be worn No flip-flops, slippers, house shoes, or
platform shoes (safety issue) No tank tops, spaghetti strap shirts, halter-tops,
crop tops, tube tops, or any other top that leaves the shoulders or midriff
exposed Undergarments are not to be shown at any time Studentswho
violate the dress code will be required to dress appropriately before returning
to class and parents will be contacted If a student is not sure about an outfit
or piece of clothing please get approval from an administrator or the school
nurse before wearing it, or, bring a change of clothes in case it is not allowed
PARENTS WILL BE CONTACTED TO PROVIDE PROPER ATTIRE SHOULD
THEIR CHILD ARRIVE AT SCHOOL AND NOT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH
THE SCHOOL'S DRESS CODE FINAL DETERMINATION OF ACCEPTABLE
DRESS AND GROOMING WILL REST WITH THE ADMINISTRATION

Drop Off/Pick Up

Please observe all traffic signs in the school parking lots Students must
be dropped off and picked up in the east parking lot The fire department
requires the front parking lot be clear of vehicles blocking the drive from 7:45
-8:30am and from 2:15-3 p m to allow emergency access Limousines and
party buses are not allowed on the Begich Middle School campus to pick up
students at anytime

Electronic Equipment

iPods, MP3 players, CD/DVD players, cameras, radios, tape decks, elec-
tronic games, “walkman” type players, pagers and other related items may
not be used in school and are subject to confiscation Items confiscated from
students will be turned into the office, and held there until a parent/guardian
picks them up School is not responsible for items left in lockers

Fees
There is a materials fee for labs, some sports/activities and special classes

Evacuation Drills

Evacuation drills will be held periodically At the beginning of the year
each teacher will instruct students in the proper procedures to follow during
emergencies A map with evacuation routes will be posted in each class We
expect all students to comply quickly and safely when the fire alarm sounds

Food/Beverages
Food and beverage items are not to be open or consumed in the hallways

Free/Reduced-Price Meals

Free or reduced meals may be furnished to a student whose parents/
guardian qualify under Federal Family Income and Size Regulations
Applications may be made at anytime during the school year Contact school
office personnel and cafeteria managers for application forms All informa-
tion is confidential

Hall Passes

Students must have a pass assigned by a teacher to be in the halls during
classtime Only school issued color-coded passes will be accepted Students
must remain in the multi-purpose room (MPR) during lunch and may not
leave without a pass from a teacher or staff member in the lunchroom

Health Services
The nurse is here to help you with first aid, illness, and information If
you become ill or require first aid, get a pass from your teacher to come to the
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office to see the nurse The nurse may need to contact your parents, so keep-
ing correct phone numbers and addresses on file in the office is important
The nurse is not permitted to prescribe or give medicines such as aspirin or
cold tablets to students Students are not to have any type of medicine in
their possession Parents must fill out a medication form for administration
of medication for two weeks or less Parents and the doctor need to fill out a
long-term medication form for medication to be administered for more than
two weeks All medication that needs to be taken in school must be left with
and dispensed by the nurse

Honor Roll
At Begich Middle School, Honor Roll includes all students who attain a
3 0grade point average or above withno D's or F's

IlIness

If you cannot attend school for three or more days, but are able to study at
home, have your parents call your counselor and ask for your class work Your
parents may pick it up in 24 hours at the Attendance Office counter

Junior Honor Society

The National Junior Honor Society is open for membership to students in
grades seven and eight who have spent at least one semester at Begich Middle
School Middle School and have a grade point average of 3 5 or above and who
demonstrate commendable qualities of citizenship, service, leadership, and
character

Late Bus

Ifyour bus is late, go directly to the Attendance Office and obtain a “Late
Bus” pass, which you must give to your first period teacher Sometimesan
announcement will be made to all teachers and you will be told to go directly
to class and will not need a pass

Library
Begich Middle School library is openfrom 7.45am to 3:15p m The
library is designed and equipped to make learning easier for you Itis also
a place where you may study, do research, or read for fun It isyour respon-
sibility to return books and magazines to the library when they are due so
others may use them Take care of books and equipment, as they are costly to
replace If you have questions, ask the library staff and they will be happy to
help you
Library Rules:
1 You may have five books checked out at a time (no more than 3 books
on one subject)
2 Books are checked out for two-week periods
3 Noeating, drinking, or book bags in the library
4 Passes to use the Library at lunch must be obtained from a teacher
ahead of time

Lockers
Each student is assigned an individual locker upon enrolling at Begich
Middle School Lockers are subject to random searches by administrators
and/or their designee for the purpose of uncovering items prohibited in
school to ensure a safe school environment Locker rules must be followed or
you may lose your locker privilege or other disciplinary action
1 Do not give your combination to anyone
2 Only materials used directly in current school programs are to be
kept inyour locker
3 Locker changes may not be made unless approved by the Assistant
Principal
4 Do not keep money and valuables in your locker Bringing expensive
items to school is an invitation for the theft of those items
5 Do notuse anyone else’s locker
6 School officials can check all lockers Keep your locker clean
7 Openfood and beverage containers are not allowed in lockers and
should be disposed
8  Only freestanding locker shelving available in stores may be used
Permanently attached shelving is not acceptable
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9 Youmay decorate your lockers However, do not use contact paper,
breakable items such as mirrors, inappropriate pictures or items
referring to drugs, alcohol, or lewd/violent references

10 Theareain front of your locker is your responsibility to keep clean

11 Graffiti inand around a locker is the responsibility of the student
assigned to the locker to clean up

12 Items confiscated during random locker searched are labeled with the
locker number and held for parent/guardian to pick-up

Lostand Found

The Attendance Office and the Safety/Security Coordinator handle lost
and found items If you lose something, first check all of your classrooms,
talk with your teachers, and check the PE locker room and your PE locker
If the item is still not found, go to the Attendance Office and check with the
secretary You may need to fill out a Lost Item Report The school assumes no
responsibility for items that you bring from home Cell phones, iPods, MP3
players, CD/DVD players, cameras, radios, expensive jewelry, large amounts
of cash, tape decks, electronic games, baseball and football cards, “walkman”
type players, pagers, skateboards, in-line skates, and other related items may
not be used in school and are subject to theft and confiscation Items confis-
cated from students will be turned into the office, and held there until a par-
ent/guardian picks themup Items confiscated from students will be turned
in to the office and held there until a parent/guardian picks them up Lostand
found items turned in to the office will be held for thirty (30) school days and
then will be given to a local charitable organization

Lunch Pass

Passes will not be issued any student to leave campus for lunch with other
than their parent or guardian Parents are to notify the school in writing
before the student is to be picked up at school by a person other than their
parent/guardian To leave the cafeteria to work with a teacher, a student must
bring asigned pass to the cafeteria and be excused by an adult supervisor
Failure to obtain a pass will result in disciplinary action No food or drinks are
allowed in the halls during lunch

Progress Report Grades

Progress report grades are mailed to all parents during the fifth week of
each quarter Progress report grades are an indication of how students are
doing after the fourth week of the quarter; itis not a final grade Additional
progress reports are available, if necessary, twice during each quarter Parents
can contact the school counselor to request one The request must be made in
advance, over the phone or in writing

Safety Issues

Student safety is extremely important In many learning areas, such as
laboratory areas, physical education, music areas, and hallways, specific
safety rules are necessary and strictly enforced Any activities such as running
in the hallways, pushing, roughhousing, or throwing items can cause injuries
and is subject to disciplinary action Gum is not allowed in the school unless
approved by a specific teacher for a specific classroom Repeat offenders are
referred to the office for further disciplinary action

School Property

Students are expected to treat facilities, equipment, and materials pro-
vided responsibly Deliberate or accidental damage caused by a student will
resultin afine for restitution and, if warranted, disciplinary action for vandal-
ism

Selling/Trading Goods

Selling or the exchange of goods for money is not allowed on campus

Substitute teachers

Students who are disrespectful and/or disruptive with a substitute teacher
may receive discipline consequences and may be sent home for the remainder
ofthe day Substitute teachers are an extension of the Begich staff and as such
are to be treated appropriately at all time

Continued on page I11-17
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Continued from page I-4

Sports

All sports and activities will be determined before school opens The
requirements and specific activities will be announced to parents/guardians
as soon as they are available

Telephones

Students are to take care of personal matters before or after school,
not during class time Do not ask a teacher for a pass to use the telephone
Students may use office phones in an emergency Student cell phones may
not be used during the school day A pay telephone is available near the main
office for use before and after school only Only emergency phone messages
received from parents will be delivered to a student

Textbooks

Textbooks are supplied free of charge The student must pay for consum-
able items, such as workbooks You are responsible for taking care of them
and other issued items Write your name and the school year in the space
provided at the front of the textbook You must return all items checked out to
you directly to the teacher who issued them

Visitors

Your parents are welcome and encouraged to visit Begich Middle School
atany time We ask that all visitors stop in the main office to sign in and wear
avisitor pass Students who attend some other school are not permitted to
visit Begich Middle School during school hours Parents who wish to observe
ateacher must provide 24 hours notice If your parents would like to meet
with a teacher, they may call your teacher during his/her conference period,
have the teacher call when it is convenient, or set up a conference through
your counselor

Voice Mail

For better communication, Begich Middle School has an automated voice
mail system and all staff members have voice mailboxes A directory of voice
mailbox numbers is published for parents and sent home periodically in the
school newsletter Parents are encouraged to use the voice mail system to
keep in contact with teachers regarding the progress of their child

Before an Emergency

Parents keep contact information such as home and work phone num-
bers, cell phone, e-mail, emergency contacts and who can pick their student
up from school, should be current with the Registrar by calling 742-0500
This information is vital

BEGICHIMIDDLEISCHOOL!
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Placement and services

ASD personnel may consider any unique circumstances on a case-by-case
basis when determining whether discipline resulting in a change in place-
ment, consistent with IDEA, is appropriate for a student with a disability who
violates the Code of Student Conduct.

Out of school suspension(s) of a student with disabilities may be without
provision of any educational services for up to a cumulative total of ten (10)
school days per school year. If, however, the suspension is to be longer than
ten school days for a violation of the Code of Student Conduct involving
weapons, drugs or serious bodily injury, or based on an order by a hearing
officer or court that there is a substantial likelihood of injury to the student or
others, identification and commencement of appropriate interim alternative
educational services should not be delayed.

When a change of educational placement occurs for a student with disabili-
ties, various procedural safeguards are triggered under IDEA and Section 504.
A change in educational placement occurs if a student is;

a. Suspended out of school eleven (11) or more days during any one
school year;

b. Removed from school for not more than 45 school days for a violation
of the Code of Student Conduct involving weapons, drugs, or serious
bodily injury; or

¢. The ASD obtains an order from a hearing officer or court that main-
taining the student’s current placement is substantially likely to result
ininjury to the student or to others.

The procedural safeguards under IDEA and Section 504 which will be trig-
gered when a change of placement occurs in any of these ways are that the
parents will be provided a Notice of Procedural Safeguards or §504/ADA
Administrative Procedures & Guidelines (as the case may be), the status of
the assessment of the student’s functional behavior and behavior intervention
plan will be reviewed, an MDR team will be convened and an IEP/504 team
will be convened to make a determination regarding the interim alternative
educational services to be provided the student. The interim alternative
educational services provided must enable the student to continue to par-
ticipate in the general education curriculum (although in another setting), to
progress toward meeting the student’s IEP goals, and receive, as appropriate,
a functional behavioral assessment and behavioral intervention services and
modifications, that are designed to address the behavior violations so that it
does not recur. These services need not duplicate every aspect of the programs
and services the student currently receives.

Unless ASD has removed a student with disabilities for not more than 45
school days due to conduct involving weapons, drugs, or serious bodily inju-
ry, if an MDR team determines that the student’s conduct was a manifestation
of the student’s disability, the student must be returned to the placement
from which the student was removed unless the parent and the ASD agree to
a change of placement. On the other hand, where the MDR team determines
that the student’s conduct was not a manifestation of the student’s disability,
the student is removed by the ASD for not more than 45 school days for viola-
tions of the Code of Student Conduct involving weapons, drugs, or serious
bodily injury or the ASD has obtained an order that maintaining the student’s
current placement is substantially likely to result in injury to the student or
others, an IEP/504 team must determine the interim alternative educational
services to be provided to the student.

The parents of a student with a disability, in addition to requesting a hearing
to dispute the determination of an MDR team that a student’s conduct was
not a manifestation of the student’s disability, may also request a hearing
disputing the appropriateness of the IEP/504 team’s determination regarding
interim alternative educational services, the ASD’s removal of the student for
not more than 45 school days for violations of the Code of Student Conduct
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involving weapons, drugs, serious bodily injury or an order that the ASD
has obtained from a hearing officer or court that maintaining the student’s
current placement is substantially likely to result in injury to the student or
others, or any decision regarding the student’s placement. While the hearing
appealing any of these actions is pending, the student must remain in the
interim alternative educational setting pending the decision of the hearing
officer or until the expiration of the time the student was removed for viola-
tions of the Code of Student Conduct involving weapons, drugs, or serious
bodily injury or other violations of the Code of Student Conduct determined
not to be a manifestation of the student’s disability.

Hearings

Any hearing requested either by a parent or the ASD under IDEA is an
expedited hearing which shall occur within twenty (20) school days of the
date the hearing is requested and shall result in a determination of within
ten (10) school days after the hearing. A hearing officer shall hear and make
a determination regarding an appeal. In doing so, the hearing officer may
order a change in the placement of a student with a disability, including
returning a student with a disability to the placement from which the student
was removed or order a change in placement of a student with a disability
to an appropriate interim alternative educational setting for not more than
45 school days if the hearing officer determines that maintaining the cur-
rent placement of the student is substantially likely to result in injury to the
student or to others.
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Contacting the Anchorage School District
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Have questions? Need assistance? Do you need help working through a concern about district procedures?

First, talk to the person involved, to the teacher, assistant principal or school principal about the situation.
If the problem cannot be solved at the school, call the appropriate administrative office;

General INfOrmation . ... ... .o e 742-4000
Assistant Superintendent, INStruction ... 742-4321
BB . i 742-4132
Elementary EQUCAtiON .. ... ... 742-4254 or 4242
Elementary Special EQUCAtioN . ...........coiii i 742-3886
High School EQUCALIoN. . . ... ..o 742-4256
High School Special Education .......... ... 742-3888 or 3889
Middle School Education . ....... ..ot 742-4249 or 7812
Secondary Special Education ......... ... i 742-3888 or 3889
Minority Education Concerns Advisory Committee. ... iiinnann. 742-4321
Special Education Executive DIrector ..........ovviir i 742-4236
SUPEIINTENAENT. . . ..o 742-4312

Parents of students attending schools on military installations may also contact:
Military EQUCAtION LIQISON . . . ..ottt et e 384-1506

Municipality of Anchorage:
Municipal OmbUdSMaN . ... .. 343-4461

For issues regarding special education or 504 issues:
Disability LawW CoNter. . .ottt et e 565-1002

Citizen complaint forms are available at school offices and the Anchorage School District Education Center,
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Anchorage, AK 99504-3135, (907) 742-4000.

Anchorage School District has a comprehensive Web site: www.asdk12.org
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Anchorage School District encourages all parents to develop
their own personal network with the parents of their children’s friends.

PARENT NETIDORKS

begin with the creation of a telephone list for each child in the home.
The goal is simple - keeping our kids safe!

Friend Adult/Parent Contact Home Telephone # Work Telephone #

Call ahead whenever plans are made, or if there is a problem, question, or concern.
Make the connection!

Just remember the three “N’s”. Name, Number, Network!

More PARENT NETWORKS information, resources and support can be found at 279-3966.

v

Volunteers of America

Alaska Municipality of Anchorage
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